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WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
July 24, 2007 

 
Present: Prudy Burt Chair, Judy Crawford, Dan Pace, Tara Whiting, Peter Rodegast, and Maria 
McFarland 
 
Also present for all or part of the meeting: Matthew Dix and Julie Shafer of the Land Bank, 
Binnie Ravitch, William and Barbara Scherlis, Bunny Schwentker, Hadden Blair, Glenn Hearn, 
Katharine Sterling and Benjamin Reeve 
 
Prudy Burt called the meeting to order at 5:05 P.M. 
 
There were no minutes for review.  
 
Map 7 Lots 60 & 60.1 and Map 11 Lot 40.1 - a public hearing under the requirements of G.L. 
Ch.131 § 40, as amended and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw and regulations to 
consider a Notice of Intent filed by the Martha’s Vineyard Land Bank owner of property located 
at 30 Wintergreen Lane. This property is known as the Manaquayak Preserve. The project 
consists of the construction of a platform to provide pedestrian access to Old House Pond a/k/a 
Ice House Pond and to construct stairs for access to the platform. The project also consists of the 
reclamation and maintenance of old trails and creation of a parking area on the property, and to 
establish and maintain 800 feet of new trail within the Buffer Zone. The Land Bank amended the 
NOI filing by submitting a copy of the final version of the management plan dated May 25, 2007 
and letters from EOEA dated July 24, 2006 and May 25, 2007.  
 
Prudy outlined the Commission’s jurisdiction for this project. The Commission will determine 
whether this project as proposed will alter a resource area and if it can be conditioned to protect 
the interests of the Wetlands Protection Act and the Bylaw. Prudy explained that there are only 
certain portions of this property that are within the Commission’s jurisdiction and that the 
Commission can only review those aspects of the management plan that fall within that 
jurisdiction.   
 
Tara told the board that she checked with the Land Bank to see if she had to recuse herself as she 
Commission’s representative to the West Tisbury Advisory Board of the Land Bank. According 
to the state Ethics Commission she does not need to recuse herself from the hearing on this 
project, as she is a volunteer on both boards.  
  
Matthew Dix and Julie Schafer each made a presentation for the Land Bank.  The majority of the 
proposed work is the reclamation of existing trails currently used by ATV’s and providing access 
to the pond for public users by placing a swimming platform over the coastal plain pond shore 
line. 
 
The swimming platform would be decked with a composite material made out of fiberglass 
grating that allows 46% light transmission through it. The specifications for the materials and 
dimensions are included the NOI. The platform would be built in 4-foot segments that can be 
adjusted as the water level in the pond changes.  The anchors in the pond bottom will be 9” by 9” 
galvanized plates that have a bracket on top that the pipe sits into with an adjustable bracket.  The 
anchors will be placed every 4 feet on either side of the platform touching the bottom on a very 
small footprint.  
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The purpose of the swimming platform is to keep people from entering the pond over the coastal 
plain pond shoreline, which provides habitat for the New England Bluet. The Board is waiting to 
receive the comment letter on this project from NHESP.  
 
A set of wooden steps will be constructed to access the platform. The specifications for the stairs 
are described in the NOI. The Land Bank is proposing a buoy line placed in 8 feet of water 
anchored with yogurt container size anchors to keep people off the shoreline.  The boardwalk will 
cross over the bordering vegetated wetland at the base of the stairs. The existing access route 
from the Scherlis’ driveway to the pond will be closed off and allowed to grow in.  
 
The Land Bank is proposing 800 feet of new trail in the buffer zone. These trails will use the 
slope, have switchbacks and will be only be placed in areas where the slope is pitched away from 
the pond to avoid erosion into the pond. The trails would be maintained with wood chips. No 
excavation of material will be done in order to lessen potential impact of any runoff into the pond.  
 
The existing trails will be reclaimed by bringing in island loam to fill in groves made by the 
ATV’ tracks down the hills to level them off and stabilize them. On the very steep slopes that 
have eroded from the ATV use, the plan is to apply a natural erosion control fabric so that loam 
won’t wash away.  
 
While working on the trails the Land Bank proposes to have someone walk in front of any 
equipment used on the trails in order to lessen potential impacts to the box turtle.   
 
The NOI also seeks permission to locate a bench off a spur trail as shown on the NOI plan. No 
view channel clearing is proposed as this is intended to be a winter viewing spot.  
 
Abutters asked questions and expressed concern about the following matters:  
 

• The commission’s role in the overall health of a wetland the water quality of the pond 
and the impact of this project on the water quality. 

• The depth of the water people would be stepping into off of the platform.  
• Width of the trails and the need to bring in fill 
• Dogs on the property 
• Parking 
• Access to the property from the Lambert’s cove Inn and the Scherlis’ 

 
  Julie Schafer briefly outlined the process of approval of the management plan with respect to the 
water quality issues. She described three survey points and the purpose of each type of test 
conducted. The Board of Health and the MVC are involved in the monitoring and review of all 
data collected by the Land Bank. An annual summary of the testing results will be sent to EOEA. 
Julie explained where the survey points are located in the pond.  The management plan requires 
the Land Bank to work with the pond association on the monitoring of water quality and sharing 
of data. Julie explained that under the final approved management plan water quality testing 
results are being submitted to the Board of Health and the MVC.  
 
A lengthy discussion took place over how the swimming platform would work. Matthew 
explained that the deck will be about 3 or 4 inches above the water and will be placed in water 
about a foot and a half deep. This will discourage people from stepping on the exposed plant life 
and discourage people with young children from using the platform. The platform is designed to 
be adjusted in accordance with the fluctuations in the water level and depth.  
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It was explained that the management plan calls for dogs to be leashed on the trails and are 
prohibited from the pond.  Matthew said this is not a destination for dog walkers.  He trusts that 
signs and patrolling the property will help with this issue but that it will be hard to enforce if 
people see dogs off leash on abutting properties.  
 
Parking is limited to 4 places per the management plan and is located outside the board’s 
jurisdiction.  Increases in parking would have to be approved by the Land Bank and the MVC. 
The number of parking spaces is limited as are the number of people permitted on the property 
per the management plan. A lot of people walk to this property so the attendants will monitor 
walk-ins as well. Matthew explained that once the Land Bank is actually on the property people 
who have been using it without permission usually stop.  Fencing is also an option to discourage 
the ATV’s.   
 
Written public comment was received as follows: 
 2 Letters from John Scherlis dated July 24, 2007 (by email) and a letter from Benjamin Reeve 
and Katharine P. Sterling submitted to the board at the beginning of the hearing are noted here for 
the record. 
The letter from NHESP is still outstanding. The DEP File number letter had no comment on the 
application filing.  
A motion was made and seconded to continue the hearing with the consent of the applicant to 
August 14th at 5:40 PM. All in favor.  
 
Map 1 Lot 50 – continuation of a public hearing under the requirements of G.L. Ch.131 § 40, as 
amended and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw and regulations to consider a Notice 
of Intent filed by the Woods Hole Group on behalf of John Sundin, Trustee of Beach Pebble 
Realty Trust for property located at 30 Beach Pebble Road for a project to re-establish vegetation 
on the face of a coastal bank. By letter dated July 24, 2007, the Woods Hole Group has requested 
a continuance of the hearing for an indefinite time period for the purpose of re-evaluating the 
design for erosion control and to get approval from the property owners to revise the scope of the 
project. A motion was made and seconded to continue this hearing indefinitely as requested by 
the applicant. All in favor. 
 
Map 6 Lot 2 – continuation of a public hearing under the requirements of G.L. Ch.131 § 40, as 
amended and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw and regulations to consider a Notice 
of Intent filed by Vineyard Land Surveying & Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Patricia M. White 
for property located at 145 Obed Daggett Road. The proposed project consists of the construction 
of a garage/guest house, installation of septic and utilities and landscaping.  The proposed work is 
located within the Riverfront Area.  Maria reported that Glenn Provost would be sending in a 
letter requesting a continuance to August 14th however the letter was not in hand. A motion was 
made and seconded to continue the hearing to 6:00 PM on August 14th. All in favor.  
 
Old Business 
 
Estuaries Project: The board reviewed the scope of work submitted by Roland Samimy. There 
were no comments. Maria will let him know so that he can forward the contract for signature by 
the town.  
 
Map 32 Lots 105, 105.1, 122 and 133 Special conditions were reviewed and revised. The 
requirements of the NHESP letter will be incorporated into the order. Comments on the draft 
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special conditions from Keith Gazielle were incorporated into the order. A motion was made and 
seconded to approve the special conditions.  All in favor.  
  
Administrative 
 
New Members:  
 
Hadden Blair was present to talk with the Commission about becoming a member.  After 
discussion with Hadden a motion was made to recommend Hadden to the Selectmen for 
appointment as an Associate Member. The motion was seconded and the vote in favor 
unanimous.   
 
Binnie Ravitch: After a brief discussion a motion was made and seconded to recommend Binnie 
to the Selectmen for appointment as an Associate Member. All in favor.  
 
 These are one-year terms with voting rights in the absence of a quorum of full members.  
 
There being no further business on the agenda, the meeting adjourned at 6:50 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Maria McFarland 
Board Administrator 
APPROVED 
 
 
 


